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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1.11 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

With regards to claim 1, the terni directed to indicators that "indirectly indicate" renders 
the claim indefinite since it is not clear what is meant by it. Does it refer to a register holding 
bus width information that is coupled to an interface pin (all within the same element), that is 
coupled to a wire (connector) connected to another interface pin of another element? Or does it 
refer to a wire interface that is connected between two elements that is used in a high state to 
acknowledge a bus width mode, and in a low state to indicate a different bus width mode? 

With regards to claim 1 1 , line 6, the term "which indicator is arranged to indirectly 
indicate" doesn't make sense. It is not clear to the examiner what the applicant is trying to 
portray. Appropriate correction is required. 

With further regards to claim 1 1 line 3, and also claim 16, lines 3-4, the term "in which 

peripheral device at least one bus width" doesn't make sense. It is not clear to the examiner 

what the applicant is trying to portray. Appropriate correction is required. 

Due to the vagueness and a lack of clear definiteness used in the claims, the claims 
have been treated on their merits as best understood by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C, 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by SD Memory 
Card Specification - Part 1 physical layer specification Version 1.01 (liereinafter "SDIVICS"). 

1 . With regards to claims 1 , SDMCS teaches a method for detecting the bus width of a 
peripheral device connected to an electronic device,, wherein 

at least one bus width from a determined set of bus widths is available in the peripheral 
device [page 7 - section 3.1 , page 8 last paragraph], wherein for detecting the bus widths 
available in the peripheral device, one or more indicators formed in the peripheral device are 
used, which indirectly indicate which one or ones of said set of bus widths are available in the 
peripheral device [page 15 section 3.3-subsections 2 and 3 below Table 1]. 

2. With regards to claim 2, SDMCS teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein 
reference data is stored in the electronic device about at least one bus width available in the 
peripheral device and corresponding to said indicator value [page 7 - section 3.1, page 8 last 
paragraph, page 15 section 3.3-subsections 2 and 3 below Table 1]. 

3. With regards to claim 3, SDMCS teaches the method according to claim 2, wherein said 
indicator used is information stored in the peripheral device and indicating indirectly, which one 
or ones of said set of bus widths are available in the peripheral device [page 7 - section 3.1, 
page 8 last paragraph, page 15 section 3.3-subsections 2 and 3 below Table 1]. 

4. With regards to claim 4, SDMCS teaches the method according to claim 3. wherein said 
data stored in the peripheral device is information about the maximum clock frequency available 
in the peripheral device [page 6, line 9, page 17, table 3, 'Max Clock Rate']. 

5. With regards to claim 5, SDMCS teaches the method according to claim 3, wherein at 
least a fast peripheral device and a slow peripheral device are defined, wherein said information 
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stored in the peripheral device is information about whether the peripheral device is fast or slow 
[page 17, section 3.4 - first paragraph]. 

6. With regards to claim 6, SDMCS teaches the method according to claim 3, wherein said 
data stored in the peripheral device is information about the version of the peripheral device 
[page 1 6, table 2 CID register]. 

7. With regards to claim 7, SDMCS teaches the method according to claim 2, comprising 
performing at least the following steps: 

- a request step, in which a request is transmitted from the electronic device to the 
peripheral device to transmit the value of said indicator to the electronic device [page 
7, section 3.1 - first paragraph, page 8 section 3.1.1 lines 10-14], 

- a reply step, in which said indicator value is transmitted from the peripheral device to 
the electronic device [page 18 lines 11-12], 

- an identification step, in which said indicator value Is compared with at least one 
reference value stored in the electronic device [page 18 lines 1 1-12], 

- a selection step for selecting one bus width available in the peripheral device [page 
7, section 3.1 - first paragraph, page 8 section 3.1.1 last paragraph, page 10 last two 
lines], and 

- a setting step for setting the selected bus width for the peripheral device [page 7, 
section 3.1 - first paragraph, page 8 section 3.1 .1 last paragraph, page 10 last two 

lines]. 

8. With regards to claim 8, SDMCS teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein at 
least one connection line is formed between the electronic device and the peripheral device, 
and using at least one said connection line as said indicator [page 7 - section 3.1, page 8 last 
paragraph, page 15 section 3.3-subsections 2 and 3 below Table 1]. 
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9. With regards to claim 9, SDMCS teaches the method according to claim 8, comprising 
performing at least the following steps: 

- an initialization step, in which the value of said atjeast one connection line is set to 
coo'espond indirectly to the bus widths available in the peripheral device[page 7 - 
section 3.1, page 8 last paragraph, page 15 section 3.3-subsections 2 and 3 below 
Table 1, page 18 lines 11-12], 

- a detection step, in which the electronic device examines the state of said at least 
one connection line and compares the state of said connection line with at least one 
reference value stored in the electronic device [page 18 lines 11-12], 

- a selection step for selecting one bus width available in the peripheral device [page 
7, section 3.1 - first paragraph, page 8 section 3.1.1 last paragraph, page 10 last two 
lines], and 

- a setting step for setting the selected bus width for the peripheral device [page 7, 
section 3.1 - first paragraph, page 8 section 3.1 .1 last paragraph, page 10 last two 

lines]. 

10. With regards to claim 10, it is of the same scope as claim 1 and thus rejected under the 
same rationale. 

1 1 . With regards to claim 1 1 , it is of the same scope as claims 1 and 2 above and thus 
rejected under the same rationale. 

12. With regards to claim 12, it is of the same scope as claim 2 above and thus rejected 
under the same rationale. 

13. With regards to claim 13, it is of the same scope as claim 3 above and thus rejected 
under the same rationale. 
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14. With regards to claim 14, it is of the same scope as claim 8 above and thus rejected 
under the same rationale. 

15. With regards to claim 15 it is rejected under the same rationale as claim 2 above. 

16. With regards to claim 16, it is of the same scope as claim 1 above and thus rejected 
under the same rationale. 

17. With regards to claim 17, it is of the same scope as claim 4 above and thus rejected 
under the same rationale. 

18. With regards to claim 18 it is of the same scope as claim 5 above and thus rejected 
under the same rationale. 

1 9. With regards to claim 1 9 it Is of the same scope as claim 6 above and thus rejected 
under the same rationale. 

20. With regards to claim 20, it is of the same scope as claims 1 and 8 above and thus 
rejected under the same rationale. 

21 . With regards to claim 21 , it is of the same scope as claim 1 and thus rejected under the 
same rationale. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to David E. Martinez whose telephone number is (571) 272-4152. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici can be reached on (571 ) 272-4083. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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